


The valley is a small area in the Italian Cottian 

Alps, in the province of Cuneo, Piedmont - Italy. 

The entire valley, with its 13 municipalities and 

a surface area of 567 km², has around 11,500 

inhabitants, of which 7,000 are concentrated in 

the main town at the entrance to the area, 

Dronero. The least populated municipality is 

Macra, with 56 inhabitants all year round.

After the great depopulation, which occurred in 

the XX century due to the strong attraction of 

urban centers, the Maira Valley appeared as a 

rarefied place, dominated by nature, isolated 

and wild. 





The tourism history of the Maira Valley was 

born from the far-sighted vision of a few local 

inhabitants. 

About 35 years ago, a German/Austrian couple 

settled in the area. Falling in love with the place, 

they decided to create one of the destination's 

first accommodation facilities, focusing mainly 

on the market coming from the German-

speaking area.

They built strong connections with Tour 

Operators and Tourist Agencies. Hence, they 

collaborated with the creation of a first 

guidebook of the valley, called “Antipasti und 

Alte Wege”, a German production.



The administrations of the time decided not to 

give in to the lure of evolution at all costs and 

refused to build ski lifts or large hotels. 

Rather, they focused on a ‘different’ idea of 

tourism, focusing on slow tourism even before 

this term became a worldwide trend. They 

restored old paths and mule tracks, creating a 

path of 14 stages, the “Percorsi Occitani” 

(Occitan Routes), which still now represents a 

true tourist product. The first accommodation 

facilities were created along the route, the 

“Posti Tappa” and “Locande Occitane”, which 

grew in number over the years, offering tourists 

a genuine, simple and authentic welcome.



The idea of slow tourism in the Maira valley 

spread, and the area began to focus more and 

more on a proposal different from the rest of the 

mountain destinations in the Alps and beyond.

There was also a strong focus on the Occitan 

culture, on the linguistic minority that this culture 

brings, and on Occitan inns, places of 

exceptional hospitality. 

The Occitan region spread from the valleys of 

Cuneo to the Pyrenean Mountain region in 

Spain since the Middle Age. 



The major sustainability aspects concerning

the valley are:

• Slow tourism outdoor activities (trekking, 

MTB and e-MTB, ski mountaineering, 

climbing, snow shoeing, cross-country 

skiing)

• No skilifs or resorts, no big and impacting

infrastructures

• Smart architectural renovation, which 

respects the beauty of the landscape and 

using local materials

• Use of local products inside the 

accommodation facilities and restaurants of 

the valley



• Development of a local distribution system of 

local food products directly to the 

restaurants, thus reducing the traffic and car 

movements on the major road

• Electric shuttle service in the summer period 

to reach one to the major tourism points of 

the valley, mainly the Gardetta Plateau, to 

reduce CO2

• Electric charging stations along the valley for 

e-bikes and EL transport means

• Use of high-altitude white roads only by non-

motorised vehicles, cyclists and walkers

• Marketing activities focused on a more 

human to human approach



The core business of the Maira Valley is outdoor 

activities in their ‘slow’ form. In summer, trekking, 

walking (especially the Occitan route) and 

mountain biking are all the rage. Via ferrata 

climbing is also popular, as is the use of gravel 

bikes on high altitude white roads, especially on the 

Strada dei Cannoni and the Gardetta plateau. Day 

hikes are practised all year round, in winter and 

when there is snow, snowshoes are used. Winter 

(snow permitting) sees a return to the valley of 

Italian and foreign tourists who try their hand at the 

more than 100 ski-mountaineering routes, in the 

peace and quiet that only the absence of 

installations can guarantee. There are also cross-

country skiing trails in Chiappera and Frere di 

Acceglio, as well as in Elva. These are not, 

however, stacked tracks, but rather tracks open to 

all and free of charge. 



Most of the accommodation facilities in the 

valley were born from 1990 to 2015, and all are 

small accommodation facilities created from old 

rural dwellings and renovated with criteria of 

environmental sustainability and scenic beauty. 

Even today, there are no large hotels in the 

Maira Valley; the few larger accommodation 

units have 50 beds and are real exceptions. 

This ensures an authentic hospitality, made by 

people who are themselves the managers of 

the facility. Moreover, this prevents the 

attraction of strong tourist flows because the 

territory would not have the capacity to 

welcome them.





Many tourists started arriving from the DACH area 
(Germany, Switzerland, Austria), France and Italy. 

The Growth was still from 2014 to 2018, then there has
been a contstant and deeper growth from 2019 to now.
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Thanks to the administrators, the tourist tax was 
introduced in the valley in 2019. Under a 
specific agreement, part of the income were to 
be paid to the Maira Valley Tourism Consortium 
to finance fundamental activities for the territory, 
namely:

• The ordinary maintenance of the trail 
network, the valley's main asset in terms of 
tourism and beyond

• The opening of the tourist offices

• The promotion of the territory in Italy and 
abroad

The introduction of the tourist tax allowed the 
Consortium to finally have a lung able to 
expand and to undertake an effective 
collaboration with the local administrations. 
Finally the Consortium started acting as the 
operational arm and entrepreneurial vision of 
the tourist sector in the valley. 



www.vallemaira.org

www.facebook.com/consorziovallemaira

www.instagram.com/visitvallemaira_official

www.youtube.com/@vallemaira
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CONSORZIO TURISTICO VALLE MAIRA
Piazza XX Settembre 3, 12025 Dronero (CN)
consorzio@vallemaira.org 
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