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Introduction
Aarhus University, in its capacity as founding partner of the Danish Centre for Sustainable AgriFood 
Systems (START), hereby expresses its interest to become a collaborative supporter of the EU Code 
of Conduct on Responsible Food Business and Marketing Practices.

Aarhus University
Aarhus University is a top 100 university with 50+ master’s and bachelor’s degree programmes in 
English. We have been achieving international excellence in research and education since 1928.
Aarhus University is a top international research university with 11,000 employees and 44,500 
students, mostly postgraduates, and has grown to become a comprehensive university covering all 
academic fields and provides research-based consultancy to public and private sectors including 
Danish Ministries for agrifood and environment. 

Our comprehensive profile allows us a broad perspective on the agrifood-systems thinking, and we 
are committed to contributing to the green transition on a national and international level.

The START initiative
In 2021, Aarhus University co-founded the START initiative, a united effort by all eight Danish univer-
sities to take responsibility in the green transition of the agrifood systems. Through interdisciplinary 
research, scientific discussions, and societal interactions, START aims to contribute to Denmark’s and 
Europe’s aspirations for global leadership in the green transition of the agrifood sector. Achieving 
these goals necessitates the inclusion and empowerment of societal stakeholders, including indus-
try, policymakers, and civil society, towards achieving a common goal of public good.

Over the past years, START has established a unique research platform that mobilizes interactions 
across various disciplines and sectors. Representing more than 300 researchers, START’s structure is 
unprecedented, uniting all Danish universities under one umbrella to transform the agrifood system 
within planetary boundaries. In a competitive research environment, START emphasizes collabo-
ration over competition, fostering a new culture in agrifood system research focused on interdisci-
plinarity and societal impact. START also serves as a knowledge-sharing platform for outreach and 



inclusion, engaging in the broader society, which is crucial for a successful green transition. The 
platform welcomes researchers from any discipline, recognizing that the green transition will affect 
all aspects of society. START’s nine hubs provide thematic direction, covering all aspects of the agri-
food system. Each hub includes various approaches, networks, and disciplines, led by interdisciplin-
ary teams of scientific coordinators. Researchers can be part of multiple hubs, reflecting that START 
seeks to break down silos.

Aarhus University – the Code of Conduct pledge
Through START, and several additional initiatives, Aarhus University is fulfilling the aspirational 
objects of the Code of Conduct. We here provide examples through the START initiative but also 
briefly highlight expertise in additional co-creation activities e.g. open innovation sciences and a 
variety of interdisciplinary centres open for outreach to industry and society in general.

In relation to START, Aarhus University accommodates the aspirational objects of the EU Code of 
Conduct on Responsible Food Business and Marketing Practices in relation to: 

•	 CoC objective 1: Healthy and future food
•	 CoC objective 3: A climate neutral food chain in Europe by 2050.
•	 CoC objective 4: Optimised circular and resource-efficient food chain in Europe
•	 CoC objective 6: Sustainable Value Creation in the European food supply chain

The main catalyst that START can offer is a pipeline of future knowledge and insights through 
research, ensuring that decisions are made by the latest scientific discoveries. By fostering interdis-
ciplinary collaboration and engaging societal stakeholders, START contributes to the development 
of innovative solutions that benefit the entire community. This approach not only advances the 
agrifood sector but also strengthens the democratic process by promoting transparency and ac-
countability through public awareness and inclusion, thereby creating a framework for informed 
policymaking. Through its unique structure and emphasis on collaboration, START offers to play a 
crucial role in shaping a sustainable and resilient future for Europe and beyond.

In its recent strategy, START has outlined plans to become an even stronger player in knowledge 
sharing, building robust collaboration models that benefit the entire food-system community.

START has in the past two years built a structural foundation embodied by its novel Triple-I ap-
proach to address the challenges outlined above and realise its vision of societal impact and trans-
formation. It mandates an Integrative approach to technical innovation and societal transforma-
tion for the various interlinked green challenges related to climate, environment, biodiversity, food, 
health, society, biobased economy, and more. It is founded on an Inclusive approach that involves 
stakeholders and actors in science, society and businesses by means of novel methodologies such 
as living labs and citizen sciences. To meaningfully achieve this, an Interdisciplinary approach that 
enhances the cooperation of scientific researchers from a wide diversity of disciplines from natural, 
technical and digital sciences to social sciences, humanities and arts, is essential.



Figure 1 describes the key objectives of START, which align with the aspirational goals of the Code 
of Conduct, which are:

 
	    Figure 1: START - The four key objectives.

Research Community: To strengthen cross-disciplinary community-building by supporting novel 
and cohesive networks involving societal stakeholders to promote reciprocal understanding with-
in the ecosystem (research, industry, policy), which is key to the systemic transition of the agrifood 
system.

Triple-I Masterclasses: Masterclasses operationalize, disseminate and culturally embed the concept 
of Triple-I methodologies as the foundation for interdisciplinary research. The goal is to disrupt silo 
thinking in research, enabling a system critical approach that can lay the foundation for a trans-
formed, cohesive and healthy ecosystem. Masterclasses in Triple-I will go hand in hand with class-
es on funding and impact assessment frameworks, providing a comprehensive process through 
which researchers are given the tools to become thought leaders.

Young Researcher Programme: To create and promote a more robust framework for young re-
searchers through interdisciplinary capacity-building, equipping them to address societal challeng-
es through research.

Extended Outreach activities: To achieve a truly global green transformation, it is imperative to 
build international awareness and collaborations among players in agrifood systems research.  
START has dedicated resources to pursue collaboration and knowledge-exchange with interna-
tional partners, including universities, industry and policymakers at a European level.

START Activities in alignment with EU Code of Conduct
In the future, START will expand and refine these objectives, specifically focusing on developing the 
following assets for the agrifood systems and communities. The concrete initiatives moving forward 
will include:

Research Community
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cross-disciplinary 
community-building 

Triple-I Methodology 
Operationalize, dis-

seminate and culturally 
embed the concept of 
Triple-I methodologies 

Young Researcher 
Programme

Developing a new 
generation of mission-
oriented researchers

Outreach
Build international 

awareness of START and 
outreach 



Table 1: Demonstrates START initiatives in alignment with EU Code of Conduct EU Code of 
Conduct on Responsible Food Business and Marketing Practices. 

Activity Purpose Target group
Code of 
Conduct 
objective
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Triple-I Master-
classes (TIF)

Train researchers in Triple-I meth-
odologies, approaches and ide-
ation models. 
Introduction to various impact 
assessment frameworks to oper-
ationalise interdisciplinarity vis-a-
vis impact.
Learn how to navigate between 
interdisciplinary funding options 
and their requirements.

Researchers at all 
levels across scientific 
hubs in START.

1,2,3,4,5

Triple-I Platform An online toolkit from the TIF 
process that is publicly accessi-
ble, enabling TIF-participating 
researchers in leveraging their 
learnings beyond the project.

Researchers at all 
levels across scientific 
hubs in START.

6

Stimulate hub communities with 
funding for Triple-I community 
building activities.

START hubs. 6
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Annual Summer 
School

Create diverse and interdisci-
plinary environments for young 
researchers whose networks are 
less robust. Providing interdisci-
plinary multistakeholder networks 
that challenges systemic thinking 
and encourages societally disrup-
tive research.

PhD students and post-
docs, industry talent.

3, 4, 6

Annual retreat Focusing on career development 
and concrete dialogue with 
industry and academia. Indus-
try stakeholders as lecturers and 
inspirational speakers to provide 
valuable perspectives on sub-
stance matter challenges.

PhD students and post-
docs, with exclusive 
seats for a select num-
ber of master students.

3, 4, 6



Activity Purpose Target group
Code of 
Conduct 
objective
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START Annual 
meeting

A recurring event encompass-
ing the entire ecosystem of so-
cietal stakeholders around the 
challenge of green transition of 
agrifood systems. Industry, pol-
icymakers, academia and civil 
society gathers to discuss con-
crete solutions to challenges. The 
Annual Meetings provide a forum 
for consultation with stakeholders, 
such as industry, who can be con-
sulted for the resulting paper that 
is part of the delegation visits.

START researchers of 
all seniorities, a select 
number of promising 
MA students, industry, 
policymakers, civil 
society.

1-6

START Monthly 
Talks

Inspirational webinars with 
speakers from academia, in-
dustry, policy and civil society to 
stimulate START researchers.

Researchers at all 
levels across scientific 
hubs in START.

1-6
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EU Delegation 
visits

Advocate for Danish priorities in 
EU research agendas. Prior di-
alogues with industry and other 
stakeholders on challenges and 
perspectives.

Researchers at all 
levels across scientific 
hubs in START.

1-6

European univer-
sity outreach and 
knowledge ex-
change

Strengthen connection to Europe-
an partners, include international 
partners in research projects, get 
international input.

Researchers at all 
levels across scientific 
hubs in START.

1-6



Aarhus University official pledge to EU Code of Conduct
Aarhus University commits to fulfilling the key objectives of the Code of Conduct through START ac-
tivities and by its various others outreach initiatives. We will actively promote the Code of Conduct 
to the START Steering Group and additional stakeholders in the agrifood system.

In alignment with START’s strategy, we will enhance our role in knowledge sharing and collabora-
tion, benefiting the entire food-system community. By fostering interdisciplinary research, scientific 
discussions, and societal interactions, we aim to contribute to Denmark and Europe’s aspirations for 
global leadership in the green transition of the agrifood sector.

Our future initiatives will focus on developing assets for agrifood systems and communities, bridg-
ing gaps across disciplines and promoting a holistic and systemic transformation. We will engage 
industry, policymakers, and civil society to ensure a successful green transition, leveraging the col-
lective expertise of over 300 researchers from various disciplines.

Together, we will build a sustainable and resilient future, driven by scientific excellence and collab-
orative efforts.




