


EU CODE OF CONDUCT ON 
RESPONSIBLE FOOD BUSINESS AND MARKETING PRACTICES
A common aspirational path 
towards achieving sustainable food systems
	
· Annual Report – Check list for EU associations -

When signing the code, one of the commitments of EU associations is to provide “on an annual basis, a report of their activities in support of this Code, which will be published on an open dedicated website”.
In order to help EU associations to provide their annual report of activities, this document aims at providing a check list to guide associations.

· General information

	Name in full + acronym
	Federation Européenne des Fabricants des Aliments Composés / FEFAC
	

	Contact person with contact details
	Anton van den Brink
	

	N° in the transparency register*
	77105321408-83
	

	Date of signature of the Code
	9 July 2021
	

	Step of the food chain represented (ex: primary production, production, processing, trade, retail, …)
	Animal feed production for food producing animals
	

	Who do you represent? (e.g. number of members, companies, SMEs)
	FEFAC represents 22 national Associations in 22 EU Member States as well as Associations in the UK, Switzerland, Turkey, and Norway with associate member status. The European compound feed industry employs over 100,000 persons on app. 3,500 production sites often in rural areas, which offer few employment opportunities.
	


* if available

European Associations pledge to: 
· endorse the aspirational objectives set out in this Code (where applicable) 

· YES 

· promote and disseminate this Code with(in) their constituency/ies; 


On 13 September 2024, FEFAC published its 4th Feed Sustainability Progress Report, providing an overview of the preceding year’s FEFAC activities and deliverables in relation to the five ambitions that were included in the FEFAC Feed Sustainability Charter 2030, released in September 2020. These five ambitions jointly provide a comprehensive approach on how the European Feed Industry can contribute to the development of more sustainable livestock and aquaculture value chains. In the 4th Progress Report, FEFAC also looks forward and included new commitments pertaining to each of the five ambitions for the years towards 2030. FEFAC considers that the initial commitments it included in the original Feed Sustainability Charter 2030 publication have been successfully delivered on and were subject to an update. In the press release, FEFAC made reference to the EU Code of Conduct for Responsible Business & Marketing Practices.

· encourage their members to align their sustainability actions and/or business practices to the aspirational objectives and targets of the Code and invite them, on a voluntary basis, to adhere to this Code, as appropriate; 

FEFAC seeks to highlight the direct connection between the two initiatives for its membership, who are also invited to co-sign the EU Code of Conduct. FEFAC is aware that key leading EU compound feed manufacturers have adopted comprehensive sustainability targets at company, level however there still seem to be barriers to co-signing the Code, mainly due to its B2C orientation. FEFAC would therefore recommend to draw more attention on the importance of B2B commitments within the Code’s framework, as many of the “low hanging fruits” which are required to assist with the transition towards more sustainable food systems can be “reaped” at the “pre-farm” gate level.


· explore the possibility of developing sector-specific tools and resources in support of this Code; 

Aspirational objective 3: A climate neutral food chain in Europe by 2050

For several years already FEFAC is involved in harmonizing environmental footprinting metrics including Feed LCA database projects. The PEFCR Feed for Food-Producing Animals and the GFLI Database are two sector-specific tools that provide industry needs for harmonized methodology and data use. In February 2025 the update of the PEFCR Feed was completed, thereby reinstating its validity. In May 2025 also the PEFCR Marine Fish was released, where FEFAC was part of the Technical Secretariat. The GFLI Database has further developed and expanded at global level now containing more than 1800 feed LCA datapoints for all major feed ingredients trade at EU and global level. Its membership has increased significantly in the past year, setting the scene for increasing the creation of additional high-quality Feed LCA datasets. 

Following a comprehensive 12-month assessment, the European Commission’s SCoPAFF on Animal Nutrition officially endorsed the upgraded Copa-Cogeca & FEFAC Code of Good Labelling Practices for compound feed. The endorsement at the meeting of 2-3 December marks a significant step forward in the promotion of sustainable feed production and reduction of livestock production’s emissions. Inspired by the proposal for the Green Claims Directive, the updated code includes detailed guidelines for communicating the environmental performance of animal feed to farmers, addressing key impact areas such as climate change, eutrophication, and livestock emissions abatement techniques. The enhanced Code, which integrates the PEFCR Feed for Food-Producing Animals methodology and the Global Feed LCA Institute database, offers a harmonised approach to labelling that supports the feed sector’s efforts to reduce its environmental footprint. Developed with the support of FEFANA, the Code also provides clear recommendations for substantiating environmental claims for compound feed, especially in relation to livestock emissions abatement techniques. More specifically, it ensures that feed producers can transparently report on the environmental impact of their products, enhancing the feed sector’s transparency towards both livestock farmers and consumers. By including information on 16 environmental impact categories, including water use and biodiversity, it addresses the need for accurate reporting to meet Scope 3 greenhouse gas emissions requirements. The endorsement of the upgraded Code represents a major milestone in the path toward sustainable feed and livestock production. Thanks to this harmonised framework, the feed sector is now better positioned to contribute to reducing the emissions of feed and livestock production.

Aspirational objective 4: An optimised circular and resource-efficient food chain in Europe

[bookmark: _Hlk203749405]For over a year FEFAC coordinated a Circular Feed Platform, which included also the organisations CEFIC, EFFOB, EFFPA, EFPRA, ESPP, FEDIAF and IPIFF. The collaboration culminated in the publication of a Catalogue of Measures in May 2025 aimed at creating a supportive legislative environment that stimulates and increases feed circularity without compromising safety. The catalogue contains a non-exhaustive list of examples of regulatory restrictions faced by the feed chain to access certain materials and which deserve, in our view, a re-examination of their justification. This catalogue of measures has the potential to increase the use of different secondary nutrient streams in animal feed. These measures would reduce competition for land use with food production, reduce imports of feed materials and reduce livestock system net greenhouse gas emissions, whilst maintaining safety, traceability and farmer and consumer confidence.
This would support an effective Nutrient Circular Economy, so contributing to food sovereignty, competitiveness and farm system resilience.


Aspirational target 7: Sustainable sourcing in food supply chains

In July 2025, the new European Soy Monitor was released, covering data of the years 2022 and 2023. It shows that 54% of soya purchases in the EU27+ are in line with responsible soy schemes and programmes that have been benchmarked against the FEFAC Soy Sourcing Guidelines. Estimates from 2019 pointed to 42%. The new data also concerns the FEFAC Soy Sourcing Guidelines 2021, which included an update that provides room to consider responsible soy purchases to also be in line with deforestation- and conversion free soy production. The European Soy Monitor 2022/2023 is co-published by FEFAC with Donau Soja, FEDIOL, IDH, IUCN NL, ProTerra Foundation and Round Table on Responsible Soy Association (RTRS).


· continue to engage in dialogue with other food chain/systems actors and EU and international policy-makers to forge (new) relationships, exchange good practices and discuss challenges encountered, learn from each other (studies, projects) and create better mutual understanding, and identify opportunities for collaboration and potential partnership. 

The examples of the Green Feed Labelling Guidance and the Circular Feed Platform are prime examples where FEFAC took a lead and engaged with value chain partners to achieve a result that will contribute to the aspirational targets. 
On 12 September 2024 FEFAC delivered a speaker to the EU Code of Conduct event on Sustainable sourcing and traceability in food supply chains, where it explained its approach to facilitating sustainable soy sourcing with help of the FEFAC Soy Sourcing Guidelines as an example for other food chain actors. In addition, FEFAC engaged in the panel session on the topic of implementing the EU Deforestation Regulation. 




